






In 1918 there were 7 Elementary 
Schools 

and 1 High School in Adams Township.



Adams Township Schools

Atlantic Mine School
Å1871 to 1954
ÅElementary & High School 1894-1909
ÅElementary only 1909-1954
ÅDismantled in 1964

Painesdale Elementary School
Å1899-1945
ÅAdditions done in 1916 & 1920
ÅDismantled in 1961

Baltic Elementary School
Å1900-1934
ÅSold to Stella Cheese Co. 1946
ÅDismantled in 1955



Trimountain Elementary School
Å1902-1930
ÅFirst school burned February 17, 1917
ÅNew school opened September, 1917
ÅEventually dismantled.

South Range Elementary School
Å1906-to present
ÅFirst school burned March 5, 1918
ÅSecond school opened September, 1918
ÅDismantled and replaced in 1996
ÅOnly elementary school remaining in ATSD

Toivola Elementary School
Å!ƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ [ǳƴŘƛΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ

ÅLittle information known, closed 1930



Michigan Smelting Works School
ÅBuilt where Cowles Creek joins Portage Canal
ÅNo photos or information



Out of District Elementary Schools

Elementary Schools Northern Stanton Township

Redridge School Onnela School
Oskar School Heinola School
Beacon Hill/Freda School  Houghton Canal School             
Edgemere School Rauhala School
Obenhoff School Liminga School

Elementary Schools Southern Stanton Township

Heikkinen School Trasti School
Perala School

The Misery Bay/Bohemia Township School in Ontonagon County

The Winona/Elm River Township Schools



Painesdale High School - Election April 29, 1907

Purpose: Borrow $100,000 to build a new high school.
Polls: Open from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Twelve persons voted- all in the affirmative.

In favor of the proposition and ratify the estimate of the district
board.

or
Against the proposition and against the estimate of the district
board.

ÅConstruction of Painesdale High School 1908-1909
ÅE. C. Eschweiler Architect
ÅHerman Gundlach Sr. Contractor
ÅFirst Graduating Class 1910



1909
1935

2003 TO PRESENT



THE ATSD ENROLLMENT WAS CLOSE TO 2500 STUDENTS 
WITH 73 TEACHERS IN EARLY 1920.

THE DECLINE OF ENROLLMENT IS EVIDENT.



WHEN ENROLLMENT WAS AT ITS PEAK, THE NUMBER OF 
GRADUATES WAS AROUND 30 STUDENTS.

THE NUMBER OF GRADUATES IN 2010 IS SIMILAR TO 1920, BUT 
ENROLLMENT HAS DROPPED FROM 2500 TO ROUGHLY 400.



Copper Range School Train ς1909 ς1945 



ÅStudents travelled from the Range Towns to Atlantic Mine from 1907 ς1909. 

ÅStanton Township students travelled to Painesdale from 1909 ς1941. 

ÅAtlantic Mine, South Range and Baltic students travelled to Painesdale until 1945.

Students arriving in Painesdale via the CRRR School Train





ADAMS TOWNSHIP SUPERINTENDENTS ς1894 TO 2010



Cora Doolittle Jeffers
Born April 1, 1871
Graduated EMU 1891
Principal Sault Ste. Marie

1891 ς1894
Principal ATSD 1894 ς1949
Died March 29, 1949

Married on August 25, 1894 Taught together 55 years  

Å 1901 ςMaster of Pedagogy  

Å 1912 ς²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǳŦŦǊŀƎŜ

Å Studied Physical Ed. at Harvard

Å Took Dance in New York

Å 1923 ς!ǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ άwƘȅǘƘƳƛŎ ²ƻǊƪέ

Å 1934 ςLearned to swim

Å 1903 ςMaster of Pedagogy

Å 1902 ς1912 Taught Summer School 
at NMU

Å 1895 ς1925 County Board of 
Examiners

Å 1915 ς1925 State Board of Ed.

Å 1926 ςHonorary Master of Arts 
from U of M

Å 1949 ςLLD  from NMU 

Fred A. Jeffers
Born July 24, 1869
Graduated EMU 1891
Principal Atlantic Mine

1891 ς1894
Superintendent ATSD

1894 ς1950 
Retired July 1, 1950 





Problems Facing the ATSD in 1933 ς1945 

Declining Enrollment
Transportation
Heating

Å1933 to 1943 ςPHS Enrollment from 559 to 220           
students.

Å1945 ςPHS Enrollment down to 180.
Å1945 ςTotal ATSD Enrollment 772.
Å1945 ςCRRR Cancelled service as of May.
Å1945 ςCRC Informed PHS Steam Heat discontinued. 



ÅBorn June 22, 1908.
ÅFirst Generation American of English 
Parents.
ÅGraduated PHS in 1926.
ÅReceived Teaching Certificate in 1932.
ÅBecame Principal of Painesdale 
Elementary School in 1934.
ÅBachelor of Arts Degree in 1938.
ÅMaster of Arts Degree from the U of 
M in 1950.
ÅSuperintendent of the ATSD in. 
September, 1950.

J. Henry Dunstan 1950 to 1957



1950 BEGINS AGE OF TRANSPARANCY 

ÅFirst Superintendent to pay rent on residence.
ÅPetition objecting to corporal punishment.
ÅPetition allowing girls to wear slacks ςDENIED. 
ÅPetition for a Hockey Program ςDENIED. 
Å1950 ςFirst Music Program
Å1952 ςFirst JHS Chronoscope.
Å1954 ςGraduates wear Caps and Gowns.
ÅOnly Jeffers High School and South Range    
Elementary School remained in the ATSD.



Men versus Women and Degree versus Non-Degree



JOSEPH HAMPTON 1957 TO 1968 

ÅBorn in Negaunee, MI December 20, 1909

ÅBA Degree from NMU in 1933, majoring in   
Vocational Education.
ÅMaster Degree in Public School Administration from 
U of M in 1954. 
ÅSuperintendent of JHS in 1957.
Å/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ 
ÅResigned from JHS in 1968. 
ÅBecame Assistant Superintendent of Vocational 
Education for Delta-Schoolcraft ISD ς1968 to 1973 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άCŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ±ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Education.



CHALLENGES OF THE 1960s

ÅBohemia Township of Ontonagon County annexed to ATSD in 1958.

ÅHot Lunch Program was continued to be discussed, finally becoming a
reality in 1966.

ÅNew salary schedule ςonly two non-degree teachers remain.



ÅStudent population continued to decline and cost of building maintenance increased.
Å1959 ς1968  Millage issues voted on 13 times. Supported 8 times, denied 5 times. 
Å1968 ς4 millage requests resoundingly voted down.
ÅNegotiations between the ATBE and ATEA became increasingly difficult.
ÅSeptember, 1967 ςschool began with teachers having no contract.
ÅDecember, 1967 ςATEA authorized strike, State Mediator requested, but to no avail.
ÅDecember 20, 1967 ςteachers failed to report for classes.
ÅJanuary 4, 1968 ςCourt ordered restraining order and teachers required to return to work 
on January 8, 1968. This was the only teacher strike in the 119 year history of the school.

ÅAugust 29, 1968 ςResidents vote NO! Hampton and the entire ATBE resign. 
ÅThe CCISD and State Attorney General order school board election in Adams Township.
ÅNew Board met September 16, 1968.
ÅMannisto appointed temporary Superintendent, Anderson, Principal.
ÅSchool reopened on Thursday, September 19, 1968. 

ÅAdams Township Chapter of MEA accepted as bargaining agents for the teachers of
ATSD.



William Mannisto ς1968 to 1981

ÅFirst generation American of Finnish Heritage.
ÅBorn in Ironwood, MI in 1932, attended high 
school in Bessemer, MI.
ÅAttended Gogebic College and received his BS 
Degree from NMU in 1957.
ÅReceived his Master Degree in Administration 
from U of M in 1960.
ÅWas Principal of JHS during the summer of 1968 
(Tenure as Principal about a month).
ÅBecame Superintendent of the ATSD mid-
September, 1968.



To back up:

ÅEarly 1900s, population greater, but level of education much less.
ÅResponsibility for schools between townships and counties.
ÅState Board of Education established in 1915. WŜŦŦŜǊǎΩtenure 1915ς1933.
ÅIntermediate School Districts became law in 1962.
ÅThe PL-RA Community Schools Program began in late 1960s. Funded by
Mott Foundation.
Å1968 ς1983, 122 diplomas were granted to adults in Adams Township by
the program.
Å{ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΩǎhome, owned by the ATSD, was sold in 1969.



Å1968 ςfirst big push for consolidation of schools in Portage, Stanton, Elm River,
Adams and Chassell.
ÅMarch 9, 1970, consolidation voted down by all districts.
ÅIn 1972, Hockey became a reality after 20 years of discussion.
ÅAdams Township fiscal agent for the Auto Mechanics Program at CCISD.
ÅPROBLEMS: Declining enrollment and revenues. Increased cost for heating,
salaries and building maintenance.
Å1976 ς1977 ATBE became part of Kolster Study concerning the merger of ATSD with
Houghton. Houghton eventually dismissed the idea.
Å1981 Mannisto resigned to become Superintendent of CCISD.
ÅParent and student groups pressured ATBE with JHS concerns.

1. Smoking on the school grounds, especially in the girls restroom.
2. Vandalism, especially in the restrooms and on desks.
3. Alcohol, students being intoxicated.
4. Cutting of classes.
5. Thievery.



Dr. Gerald Bayer ς1981 to 1982

ÅDr. Bayer one of 30 applicants for Superintendent 
position.
ÅBayer amazed at friendliness and spirit of teachers 
and students.
ÅStudent population at 526.
ÅContract negotiations with ATEA very difficult.
ÅTeacher layoffs necessary.
ÅThe SOS (Save Our Schools) Committee organized. 
ÅStudent programs flourished and teachers 
assumed extra responsibilities. 
Å.ŀȅŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ aŀǊŎƘ омΣ мфунΦ
ÅBayer assisted  transition to a new administration.



Patrick Rozich ς1982 to 1999

ÅPatrick was 6th Superintendent of ATSD.
ÅThree grandparents emigrated from Slovenia.
ÅPatrick born in Highland Park, MI on March
17, 1946.
ÅGraduated from JHS in 1964.
ÅAttended MTU for 2 years, received his BA
Degree from WMU December, 1968.
ÅPrincipal of Elm River Township Schools 1969
to 1974.
ÅTaught in ATSD from 1974 to 1979.
ÅMaster of Secondary Education June, 1980.
ÅPrincipal JHS 1980 to 1982.
ÅSuperintendent in 1982.



ISSUES OF CONCERN 1970 TO 1990 AS DESCRIBED BY DR. KARL RUNDMAN

GENERAL ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE:
ÅDeclining Enrollment.
ÅDeteriorating Buildings.
ÅDifficult Contract Negotiations Between the ATBE and the ATEA.
ÅHeating Cost Increases Due to the Oil Crisis of the 1980s.
ÅPressure From State Board of Education to Consolidate School Districts.

FIRE MARSHALL CORRECTIONS:
ÅProblems were discussed from 1978 through December, 1980.
ÅProblems were corrected from 1980 through 1985.

INSTALLATION OF WOOD-BURNING HEATING SYSTEM:
ÅBecause of the Energy Crisis in the Late 1970s and Early 1980s, Fuel Oil Prices Skyrocketed.
ÅStudying Wood-burning Systems Started in March, 1981.
ÅThe System Was Functioning by the End of 1982.



HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ROZICH ADMINISTRATION

Å1983, ATSD enrollment down to 478.
ÅTeachers and Administrators also coached and directed  extra-curricular 
activities.
ÅNon-teachers hired from community to coach athletic teams.
ÅIssue of asbestos in ATSD buildings a problem. 
ÅCCISD developed a consortium to plan Vocational-Education Centers.  
ÅJHS lost North Central Association Accreditation.
ÅCooperative Foreign Language Program established between ATSD and 
Chassell.  
ÅJanuary, 1987, SOS Committee reorganized when the third merger between 
Houghton and Adams being considered. Merger never materialized!
Å1988 ς1989, 14 sports programs existed, coached by 3 teachers and 8 non-
teachers.



Å1989 ς1990 ATSD enrollment declined to 444. Rozich continued to discuss 
cooperative programs with Chassell.
ÅCCISD encouraged participation in cooperative efforts concerning 
technology education and use of telecommunication.
ÅBy 1993, computer lab in place and Distance Learning Programs  
functional.
ÅDecember, 1993, SR El Building Committee suggested building new school.
ÅConstruction bids for new SR El April 13, 1995.
ÅFirst day of classes in new building was April 15, 1996.



1995 ς1999:
ÅProblems with wood-burning system ςswitched to fuel oil.
ÅCooperative athletic programs with Chassell expanded.
Åά{ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ /ƘƻƛŎŜέ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘΦ
ÅDurant Settlement provided $20,000. Paid current technology debt and 
provided new technology.
Å1996 Heikkinen School closed. Students to ATSD.

Rozich Retired June 30, 1999
Å1974 Started as Social Studies, History and Sociology Teacher.
Å1979 Laid-off and attended NMU.
Å1980 ς1982 Principal of JHS.
Å1982 ς1999 Superintendent of ATSD.
Å1987 ς1999 taught either Geography or Sociology in addition to 
administrative duties.
ÅwƻȊƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ άǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅέ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ



Dan Sternhagen ς1999 to 2006

ÅGrew up on family farm in Florence Co., WI.
Å1969 Graduated from Florence High School.
Å1969 Attended U of W ςWhitewater. 
ÅGraduated from MTU  and began his career in 
Education at JHS in 1976.
Å1979 Moved to CCISD in various programs.
Å1987 Master Degree in Education Administration 
from NMU. 
Å1989 Developed REMC at CCISD (Regional 
Educational Media Center).
Å1999 Superintendent of ATSD.
Å1999 ς2000 Total enrollment 543.



HIGHLIGHTS OF DAN STERNHAGEN ADMINISTRATION

ÅMarch, 2001 Citizens Renovation Committee report stated new high school 
building not feasible. 
ÅOptions ςdo nothing or renovate and add to existing building.
ÅElevator necessary for barrier-free compliance.
ÅApril 25 2002 Letter of intent to Mattila Construction.
ÅSeptember, 2002 Construction of addition begun.
ÅAugust 13, 2003 Renovation addition completed.



ÅAugust 13, 2003 ATSD Foundation, Inc. established.
ÅFebruary 11, 2004 Ruth L. Jose Scholarship Fund established in Foundation.

ÅMay, 2003 Funding problems dictated cuts in staff.
ÅMay, 2004 Eleven teachers given pink slips.
ÅJuly, 2004 Enrollment down to 440.
ÅApril 12, 2006 Sternhagen stated $285,000 budget cut was needed.
ÅSternhagen resigned as of July 1, 2006.
ÅJuly 1, 2006 Paul Ollila became Interim Superintendent.

2001 ς2003 

ÅEnrollment continued to drop.
ÅSupport staff union established.
ÅMay, 2003 Severe staff cuts necessary.
Å2001 to 2004 Enrollment dropped from 513 to 440.



MAY, 2006 STERNHAGEN RECOMMENDATIONS:

Å2006 ς2007 Budget - $285,000 needed to be cut to balance.
ÅRecommended privatization of bussing.
ÅRecommended privatization of janitorial services.
ÅPrincipal Jan Maierle retired, replaced by Tim Keteri.
ÅSuperintendent Sternhagen retired.
ÅSternhagen recommended Cheryl Ruohonen replace him as Athletic 
Director.

The lasting legacy of the Sternhagen Administration was the
formation of the Adams Township School District Foundation, Inc. If
properly handled, this instrument can be the financial support needed to
keep the Adams Township School District viable.



ANOTHER TRANSITION  ERA ς2006 TO 2010

ÅJuly 12, 2006 Paul Ollila appointed Interim Superintendent.
ÅAugust 14, 2006 Patrick Rozich named Superintendent of ATSD.
ÅStudent enrollment at 405 ςall time low.

A new budget was finally approved in November, 2006, however, 
many issues still needed to be addressed:

ωThe State of Michigan was considering reducing its per pupil funding.
ωPrivatization of bussing was being studied. 
ωGoing to a four-day week was being researched. 
ωRozich was ready to talk to staff on a one-to-one basis to get negotiations 
under way.
ωHeating oil prices were on the rise again, and so energy audits needed to be 
done.



NECESSARY  CONSIDERATIONS & CHANGES:

July 9, 2008-November 12, 2008: Superintendent Rozich and the ATBE made 
many painful decisions during this time, but they were necessary:

ωU.P. Engineering asked to study insulating the attic.
ωA three-year contract with PCMI for business office administrative assistant 
services approved. 
ωTransportation contracts for bussing students from Toivola, Misery Bay and 
Elm River Townships completed.  
ωPrivatization of custodial services for the JHS addition was approved.
ωSurveillance cameras installed at the JHS.
ωThe business management function transferred from ATSD to CCISD.
ωThe contract between the ATSD and ATEA/CCEA  approved by September.



2009 ς2010 SCHOOL YEAR

ÅATSD total enrollment 431.
ÅATBE approved presence of SSPHRC in Library/Media 
Center.
ÅTransition to privatized bussing saving $80,000.
ÅATSD went to 4 ςday week during Jan, Feb and Mar.
ÅU.S. News & World Report award for third year.
ÅRetirement of Superintendent Rozich effective June 30, 
2010.

Tim Keteri appointed to dual ςof Superintendent
of the ATSD and Principal of JHS effective July 1, 2010.



2009 ς2010 SCHOOL YEAR

ATSD total enrollment 431.
ATBE approved presence of SSPHRC in Library/Media Center.
Transition to privatized bussing saving $80,000.
ATSD went to 4 ςday week during Jan, Feb and Mar.
U.S. News & World Report award for third year.
Retirement of Superintendent Rozich effective June 30, 2010.

Tim Keteri 
appointed to dual 
role of 
Superintendent of 
the ATSD and 
Principal of JHS 
effective July 1, 
2010.



CONCLUSION

Åa¢¦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ [ŀǊǊȅ [ŀƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ά5Ŝ-ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭƛȊŜŘέ 
comparison.
ÅATSD Foundation, Inc. 
ÅJHS Alumni Association.
ÅSSPHRC.


